OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
180 Nguyen Dinh Chieu, District 3
Ho Chi Minh City
Tel: (84.28) 3930 3828
Email: tgmsaigon@gmail.com

NOTICE
ON OBSERVING SACRED SILENCE AT MASS

Dear Priests and Faithful of the Archdiocese,

Sacred silence is a part of the celebration and a point of arrival within a liturgical sequence. It
is a ritual act that belongs to the whole assembly, and through it, the presence of the Holy Spirit
animates the entire action of the celebration and gives shape and form to the participants.’

His Excellency Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang, in his pastoral remarks during the 2022 retreat
for priests, called for attention to the observance of sacred silence as guided by The General
Instruction of the Roman Missal and repeated by Pope Francis in the Apostolic Letter Desiderio
Desideravi. Our Archbishop prescribes that “all parishes and communities keep this
observance from the beginning of the coming Advent Season [2022].”

All priests of the archdiocese, each to his parish [and religious communities], are asked to help
people understand with certitude and devotedly keep the sacred silence at the following
moments of the Mass:

1. In the Act of Penitence and again after the Invitation to Pray, when all recollecting
themselves.?

2. After the Homily or after the Gospel proclamation so that God’s Word permeates hearts and
minds.’

3. After Communion, for thanksgiving and incorporating with God in prayerful disposition.”

Sacred silence is truly fruitful only through conscious participation by ministers and the faithful
alike. May this practice bring numerous spiritual benefits for each worshipping community and
our entire archdiocese.

Archdiocesan Office,
November 25, 2022

(signed and sealed)

Rev. Peter Kieu Cong Tung
Chancellor

The original letter does not contain the four footnotes provided on this page. The footnotes and following quotations
from the papal document and the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) have been added to this English
translation to provide helpful citations for the message given by Archbishop Joseph.

! Taken from Desiderio Desideravi, #52

2 GIRM, 2003, #45, #51, #54

3 GIRM, 2003, #56, #66, #128, #130, #136
4 GIRM, 2003, #164



APOSTOLIC LETTER DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

52. Among the ritual acts that belong to the whole assembly, silence occupies a place of
absolute importance. Many times it is expressly prescribed in the rubrics. The entire Eucharistic
celebration is immersed in the silence which precedes its beginning and which marks every
moment of its ritual unfolding. In fact, it is present in the penitential act, after the invitation “Let
us pray,” in the Liturgy of the Word (before the readings, between the readings and after the
homily), in the Eucharistic prayer, after communion." Such silence is not an inner haven in
which to hide oneself in some sort of intimate isolation, as if leaving the ritual form behind as
a distraction. That kind of silence would contradict the essence itself of the celebration.
Liturgical silence is something much more grand: it is a symbol of the presence and action of
the Holy Spirit who animates the entire action of the celebration. For this reason it constitutes
a point of arrival within a liturgical sequence. Precisely because it is a symbol of the Spirit, it
has the power to express the Spirit's multifaceted action. In this way, going over again the
moments | just mentioned, silence moves to sorrow for sin and the desire for conversion. It
awakens a readiness to hear the Word and awakens prayer. It disposes us to adore the Body
and Blood of Christ. It suggests to each one, in the intimacy of communion, what the Spirit
would effect in our lives to conform us to the Bread broken. For all these reasons we are called
to enact with extreme care the symbolic gesture of silence. Through it the Spirit gives us shape,
gives us form.

~ Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 29 June ~
the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles, in the year 2022, the tenth of my Pontificate.

GENERAL INSTRUCTION THE ROMAN MISSAL (2003)

45. Sacred silence also, as part of the celebration, is to be observed at the designated times.”*
Its purpose, however, depends on the time it occurs in each part of the celebration. Thus within
the Act of Penitence and again after the invitation to pray, all recollect themselves; but at the
conclusion of a reading or the homily, all meditate briefly on what they have heard; then after
Communion, they praise and pray to God in their hearts.

Even before the celebration itself, it is commendable that silence to be observed in the church,
in the sacristy, in the vesting room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to
carry out the sacred action in a devout and fitting manner.

During the Penitential Rite and the Presidential Prayers

51. Then the priest invites those present to take part in the Act of Penitence, which, after a brief
pause for silence, the entire community carries out through a formula of general confession.

54. Next the priest invites the people to pray. All, together with the priest, observe a brief silence
so that they may be conscious of the fact that they are in God’s presence and may formulate
their petitions mentally. Then the priest says the prayer which is customarily known as the
Collect and through which the character of the celebration is expressed.



During the Liturgy of the Word and after the Homily

56. The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to promote meditation, and so
any sort of haste that hinders recollection must clearly be avoided. During the Liturgy of the
Word, it is also appropriate to include brief periods of silence, accommodated to the gathered
assembly, in which, at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the word of God may be grasped by
the heart and a response through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe
such periods of silence, for example, before the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the first
and second reading, and lastly at the conclusion of the homily.

66. The Homily should ordinarily be given by the priest celebrant himself... After the homily a
brief period of silence is appropriately observed.

128. After the Collect, all sit. The priest may, very briefly, introduce the faithful to the Liturgy of
the Word. Then the lector goes to the ambo and, from the Lectionary already placed there
before Mass, proclaims the first reading, to which all listen. At the end, the lector says the
acclamation Verbum Domini (The word of the Lord), and all respond, Deo gratias (Thanks be
to God). Then, as appropriate, a few moments of silence may be observed so that all may
meditate on what they have heard.

130. If there is to be a second reading before the Gospel, the lector proclaims it from the ambo.
All listen and at the end respond to the acclamation, as noted above (cf. no. 128). Then, as
appropriate, a few moments of silence may be observed.

136. The priest, standing at the chair or at the ambo itself or, when appropriate, in another
suitable place, gives the homily. When the homily is completed, a period of silence may be
observed.

After Communion
164. Afterwards [referring to the distribution of communion], the priest may return to the chair.

A sacred silence may now be observed for some period of time, or a Psalm or another canticle
of praise or a hymn may be sung.

Mr. Nguyén Binh Dién has provided the English translation of
the bishop’s letter, and it has been reviewed by the
Archdiocesan Office. The translation and expansion of the
La udes letter was created by colleagues of OCP (ocp.org), who serve
in Vietnam, as a service to the English Mass communities in
the Archdiocese of Saigon. For additional liturgy and music
resources for Southeast Asia, go to www.laudes.org.



TOA TONG GIAM MUC
180 Nguyén Dinh Chiéu - Quan 3
Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh
Tel: (84.28) 3930 3828
Email: tgmsaigon@gmail.com

THONG BAO
VE VIEC GIJ THINH LANG THANH TRONG THANH LE

Kinh thua quy cha
cung toan thé Dan Chua Téng gido phan,

Thinh I3ng thanh |3 mét thanh phan cda viéc c hanh va 1a cao diém cla trinh ty phung vu. Day la
doéng tac danh cho toan thé cong doan, qua dé, Chia Thanh Than hién dién lam sinh ddng toan bd
viéc c&r hanh va uén nan ngudi tham du.

Trong huan tir vao dip tinh tdm cuda linh muc doan Téng gido phan ndm 2022, Dic Téng Giuse d3 lwu
y vé viéc gilt thinh I3ng thanh nhu Quy ché& Téng quéat Sach 1& Roma hwdng dan va dugc Dirc Thanh
cha Phanxicd nhac lai trong Téng thu Desiderio Desideravi. Plrc Téng d3 an dinh: “Cac Gido x& va
cong doan thwc hién trong tat ca cac thanh I tir dau mua Vong nay.”

Xin quy cha gilip cdng doan clia minh xac tin dé cung thuc hién that s6t sang viéc thinh Idng vao
nhitng thoi diém sau cla thanh I&:

1. Trong nghi thirc sdm hai va sau & moi cau nguyén dau |1& dé hoi tam;

2. Sau bai giang hodc bai Tin mirng dé Loi Chia tham nhép trong tdm hon;

3. Sau khi rudc 1& dé ta on va két hop vdi Chia trong tam tinh cau nguyén.
Viéc gitt thinh I3ng chi thuwe sw hiéu qua khi tat cd moi ngudi, ca thira tac vién 1an cong doan, clung y
thire tham gia. Udc mong thwec hanh nay s& dem lai nhiéu on ich thiéng liéng cho cac cong doan va

ca Tong gido phan chung ta.

Van phong Toa Téng gidm muc,
ngay 25 thang 11 nam 2022

(dé én ky)

Phérd Kiéu Cdng Tung
Chudng an



